
Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  
Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

POSITIVELY PASCO 
 
 Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools 

Behind the Scenes Work Makes Enterprise Week an Annual Success 

Dec. 9, 2016 

1 

Every November, seniors from Chiawana, New Hori-

zons and Pasco high schools converge on the TRAC 

Center for Enterprise Week, the district’s annual busi-

ness simulation exercise. Enterprise Week provides 

students with the opportunity to experience the busi-

ness world by developing a new product and working 

as a company team to build a supporting business for 

that product. 

But there’s a lot of work 

that goes on behind the 

scenes that helps to 

make the event run 

smoothly every year. 

For starters, the Dis-

trict’s Transportation 

Department is heavily 

involved in making sure 

the 850 students attend-

ing Enterprise Week get 

to the TRAC before the 

first session starts at 8 a.m. each day. “It takes a lot of 

coordination because we’re adding on an extra layer 

in addition to the normal bus routes we operate on a 

daily basis,” says Greg Reault with the transportation 

department. “The drivers are really great about it 

though because they realize how important this is for 

the kids and how excited they are about it.” 

For the district’s Information Systems department, 

work started on Sunday as they set up an internal net-

work and file server for the students to use to prepare 

their digital storyboards, marketing presentations and 

other assignments during the week. “We set up about 

200 laptops and another 60 iPads for the teams to use, 

and then we set up a separate tech lab with 30 more 

computers which the students use for research,” says 

Director of Information Systems Mark Garrett. 

But the biggest impact may be felt by the district’s 

Nutrition Services department, which serves lunch to 

all of the students, teachers and community volun-

teers involved in Enterprise. Their work starts around 

6 a.m. each day inside the kitchen at Pasco High 

School, where they prepare enough food to serve 

more than 900 people at the TRAC. “It is a challenge 

logistically because we have 

to make enough food to 

serve 850 kids at Enterprise 

in addition to the 800 kids 

we’re already serving at Pas-

co High,” says Assistant Su-

pervisor of Nutrition Ser-

vices Emily Vander Pol. 

“We only have so many ov-

ens, so we cook the food for 

Enterprise first and then store 

it in our food warmers, and 

then we start cooking for 

Pasco High.” 

The crew makes an entrée and several salad bar items 

for the Enterprise lunch service and then loads all of 

that food into a PSD delivery truck which transports it 

over to the TRAC. Once it gets there, they unload 

everything off the truck, plug in the food warmers and 

get the salad bar items ready for their lunch service. 

“There is some extra work involved with Enterprise, 

but our staff is awesome and they really rise to the 

occasion,” Vander Pol says. 

Click HERE to watch a behind-the-scenes look at all 

the prep work involved in preparing the lunch service 

for Enterprise. 

Cooks at Pasco High School prepare a black bean and 

corn salsa for Enterprise lunch service at the TRAC. 

https://youtu.be/qpTanjZtMW0
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By proclamation from Governor Jay Inslee, November 14-
18 was designated School Psychologist Awareness Week 
in Washington. Pasco School District’s 18 school psy-
chologists were honored at the Nov. 22 Board of Directors 
meeting to acknowledge the excellence and dedication that 
they provide for both the students and staff of Pasco 
School District. 
 
Pedro Gonzalez, who serves as the school psychologist 
at Robinson and Whittier elementary schools, was also 
recognized for winning the “Best Practices in Assess-
ment” award from the Washington State Association of 
School Psychologists. Gonzalez was nominated by his 
peers around the state for his implementation of the pat-
terns of strengths and weaknesses approach to identifica-
tion of a learning disability. 
 
Thank you to all of our school psychologists for making a 
positive difference in the lives of Pasco students. 

School Psychologists Honored at Board of Directors Meeting 

Pedro Gonzalez (left), school psychologist at Robin-

son and Whittier elementary schools, receives his 

“Best Practices in Assessment” award from Assistant 

Director of Special Services Christy Jones (right). 

#PROUDofPASCO: Frost Students Receive Special Thanksgiving Gifts 

When a house fire forced three Frost Elementary students and 

their family members out of their home earlier this month, 

their “family” at Frost stepped in to help. 

Students and teachers collected clothes and other items for 

cousins Briseis Correa and Ismael Moreno, both in 4th grade, 

and Ismael’s younger sister Gabriela Moreno, who’s in 3rd 

grade. 

But that was just the beginning. Stephen Rimpler’s 6th grade 

class called into Reka Robinson’s morning radio show on 

Power 99.1 FM and nominated the family for their Thanksgiv-

ing turkey giveaway contest. 

On the day before Thanksgiving, Reka and her co-host Fabian 

stopped by Frost Elementary to deliver a huge turkey that was big 

enough to feed the whole family. Mr. Rimpler’s students also col-

lected blankets, a stuffed animal, and some food to give to the 

family. 

A big “thank you” to the staff and students at Frost, and to Reka 

and her crew at Power 99.1, for helping to make Thanksgiving a 

little bit better for this Pasco family.  

#PROUDofPASCO 
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Congratulations to the kids at Livingston Elementary who collected 

$1,597 during their "It's About Pink" penny drive in October. 

Because the students surpassed their fundraising goal, Principal Scott 

Raab, and teachers Macario Hernandez, Ben Larson, and Ron     

Morrison-Smith all agreed to get their heads shaved on Nov. 23, just 

before the Thanksgiving break. All the money raised will be donated to 

the Lourdes Foundation. Way to go Leopards! 

Livingston Penny Drive Raises Nearly $1,600 

Donate Food, Help Families With 4th Annual ‘Project Fill the Bus’  

You can help make sure everyone in our community has food on the table this winter with a donation of non-

perishable food items to the 4th annual “Project Fill the Bus” 

food drive.  

On Dec. 10, you can visit the big yellow school bus at Yokes on 

Road 68 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to drop off your donations. And 

on the evening of Dec. 17 you can drop off donations at McGee 

Elementary during the 31st Annual Desert Plateau Luminaria. 

This year Pasco will also be competing with the Kennewick and 

Richland school districts to see who can gather the most food! 

Let’s show our neighbors how it’s done! #PROUDofPASCO 

All donations will be delivered to the Second Harvest food bank.  Help us fill the Bus!  

Proud of Pasco 

Click HERE to watch a 

video message from  

Superintendent Michelle 

Whitney. 

From left to right: Livingston Elementary Principal Scott Raab, 2nd grade 

teacher Macario Hernandez, 6th grade teacher Ben Larson, and life skills 

teacher Ron Morrison-Smith show off their freshly-shaven heads on Nov. 23. 

https://youtu.be/-0hqTLSKy24
https://youtu.be/-0hqTLSKy24
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It’s that time of year again when bad weather could de-
lay or cancel the school day. The decision-making pro-
cess begins in the pre-dawn hours when district officials 
gather all available information to make the best deci-
sion possible. 
 
The regular schedule is only altered when it is deemed 
necessary for the health and safety of our students and 
staff. The district will also consider how subfreezing 
temperatures will affect students walking or waiting for 
buses and whether snow, ice, or freezing fog will be an 
issue for motorists. A decision must be made several 
hours before you or your children venture outside. Con-
ditions can and do change so please check information 
before sending your child to school on a bad weather 
day.  
 
Many factors are taken into careful consideration when 
making the decision. The District’s Transportation De-
partment is in close contact with the City of Pasco and 
Franklin County road crews to get updates on road con-
ditions and snow removal progress. We also monitor 
National Weather Service forecasts to try to determine if 
conditions are expected to improve or worsen through-
out the day. 
 
Here’s the process on a bad weather day: 
 
At 3 a.m., District officials drive bus routes which in-

clude city streets, highways, and rural roads. They 
also contact City and County road crews at this 
time.  

At 4:30 a.m., Superintendent Michelle Whitney receives 
a briefing, which includes information on the morn-
ing drives, as well as weather forecasts and traffic 
conditions. She then consults with the superinten-
dents of neighboring districts. 

 

By 5 a.m. the decision is made to proceed as usual or to 
delay or cancel school.  

 
If there is a cancellation or delay, you can find that in-
formation in the following places: 
 Website: www.psd1.org 
 PSD app 
 PSD Facebook and Twitter 
 You will also receive a text message if we have your 

cell number. 
 Additionally, all local media outlets, including TV 

and radio stations, are notified if there is any change 
in the normal schedule.  

 
If we do have to cancel school, then all after school ac-
tivities are also cancelled, including athletic contests. 
 
If nothing is announced, then school will begin on time. 
 
Although the District does not make up delayed starts, 
we are required to make up any cancelled days. If nec-
essary, “snow make-up” days are scheduled for June 12 
and 13.  

Inclement Weather: What You Need to Know in Ice & Snow  

Be Safe When Driving in Snow, Ice  

If you are traveling this holiday season, remember 

these tips for driving in the snow from AAA: 

 Accelerate and decelerate slowly  

 Drive slowly   

 The normal dry pavement following distance of 

three to four seconds should be increased to eight 

to ten seconds 

 Know your brakes  

 Don't stop if you can avoid it  

 Don't power up hills  

 Don't stop going up a hill  

 If it’s not safe, stay home 

For more winter driving tips, click HERE:  

http://bit.ly/AAAWinterDrivingTips 

 

http://www.psd1.org
http://bit.ly/AAAWinterDrivingTips
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Students from Laura Fowler’s and Morgan Kelso’s Life Skills classes at Chiawana High School prepared 

a Thanksgiving feast on Nov. 18 for Chiawana administrators and other invited guests. The students and ad-

ministrators enjoyed a delicious Thanksgiving meal with roast turkey, mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, 

homemade cranberry sauce, deviled eggs, dinner rolls and other traditional Thanksgiving treats. Administra-

tors say the highlight of the meal was the well-stocked dessert table which featured several pumpkin, pecan 

and apple pies. 

This is the third straight year that the two classes have joined forces to plan, cook and enjoy a Thanksgiving 

meal. “The dinner gives our students a chance to learn how to plan a menu and how to double recipes to en-

sure they make enough for everyone. They also learn how to create a guest list, set the table, and learn appro-

priate table manners,” Fowler says. 

The teachers also want to extend a big “thank you” to Trevor Haney and Ethan Johnson who helped to cook 

the turkeys. 

Chiawana Life Skills Students Prepare Thanksgiving Feast  

 
Saluting Students 

Delta High School students 

(from left to right) Anthony 

Chung, Mark Freeman, 

Macy Horn, Elisabeth Ortiz 

Guzman and Darlene Sarte 

led the flag salute at the 

Board of Directors meeting 

on Nov. 22. The students are 

all involved in the school’s 

Natural Helpers program. 
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Board Notes 11-22-16 
 
Study Session 
 Lesley Rogers reviewed the Communications Audit completed by Strategies 360. 
 
Special Recognition 
 Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to Pasco School District psychologists in honor of School Psycholo-

gist Awareness week. Assistant Director of Special Services Christy Jones also presented Pedro Gonzalez with an 
award for Best Practices in Assessment from the Washington State Association of School Psychologists. 

 
Reports/Discussions: 

 Kristi Docken provided the board an update on the key actions for preschool education opportunities in Pasco, fol-
lowing the community forum held in September. 

 Suzanne Hall provided the board an overview of the curriculum adoptions underway in the district and the progress 
that has been made to date. 

 
Action Items: 

 For the purpose of writing statements for Franklin County’s online voters’ guide, the board appointed Emily    
Maloney, Jamie Southworth and Michelle Simon to the committee advocating approval, and Roger Lenk, Pamela 
Follansbee and Maria Smith to the committee advocating rejection of the District’s February 14, 2017 bond ballot 
measure. 

 The board approved Resolution No. 933, which is the official acceptance of the Portables 2016 Project. As part of 
the project, three double portables (six classrooms) were placed at Franklin STEM Elementary school, and one dou-
ble portable (two classrooms) was placed at Livingston Elementary. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Value Engineering Recommendations for Elementary #16; Approval of   
Pasco High School Phase III Project Change Order No. 4; Approval of the Senior Center Alterations Educational Speci-
fications; Out of State Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Speech and Debate Club to the Kalispell 
Invitational Speech and Debate competition in Kalispell, MT. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 

can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 

www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco 

Schools. 

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24. 

Dec. 13: Board of Directors meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 20: K-12 Early Release 

Dec. 21-Jan. 3: Winter  Break: NO SCHOOL  

Jan. 1-31: School Boar d Recognition Month  

Jan. 10: Boar d of Directors meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 16: Mar tin Luther  King, J r . Day: NO SCHOOL  

Jan. 24: Boar d of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 26: VIP Day: Twain Elementary 

Upcoming Events: 


